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Off-road racing just got gnarlier %
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— - s ; & hen you think about extreme
S ~ enduros and nasty off-road ~]
s racing, Europe usually comes to mind. 3
3 . Here in-the United States we've seen ~
——— —~ events like Last Man Sta‘nding and some
- -3 National Enduros get pretty brutal, but
for years the U.S. extreme off-road race

scene has been dead. The inaugural
Kenda Tennessee Knockout Extreme
“Enduro (TKO) in Sequatchie, Tennessee,
Brought extrem€ off-road racing right

here to the Statbssitawas rocky. it was oy
brutal 3 d'{.le h%t is he\re_go Stay. s Q
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Cody Webb worked
through the ten-man [i
and was right on the h

of Mike Brown when he
stalled his bike. He had to
sottle for second place.

The four-round format of the TKO
started with a single timed lap on a
very nasty and technical “short”
coursa. The lap times set the starting
order for the 50 riders who would go
into round two, with the fastest rid-
ers going first and getting the advan-
tage of less dust, but the disadvan-
tage of having to pick the first lines
on the 10-mile loop. The 25 fastest
riders then moved on to knockout
round three, which was a head-to-
head race with five groups of five
riders on another burly loop. The top
two riders in each group of five
moved on to the 10-rider final round.
Qut of round three, Mike Brown and
Paul Whibley qualified from group
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one; Cody Webb and Colton Haaker
qualified out of group two; Bobby
Prochnau and Rory Mead gualified
out of group three; Michael Williams
and Kyle Redmond qualified out of
group four; and Jordan Ashburn and
Wally Palmer qualified out of group
five.

The final knockout round featured
the top 10 guys going head to head,
racing around the extreme loop for
10 long laps. Off the dead-engine
start, Brown launched to the front,
while Cody Webb slid out and found
himself on the ground in the first
turn. Bobby Prochnau ran second,
followed by Whibley, while Colton
Haaker and Rory Mead battled for

fourth. Webb was on a mission after
his first-turn mishap and moved past
four riders on the first lap in a panic
to get back up to the front and not
let the leaders get away. Michael
Williamson, a relatively unknown
Tennessee-based rider, unfortunately
crashed out on the first lap. By the
halfway point, Webb had worked his
way into second place and had
begun to reel Brown in. Paul
Whibley's chain derailed on his
YZ250 two-stroke on lap five, so he
lost valuable positions. Near the end
of the race, Webb got right up on
Brown but stalled and tipped over,
giving Brown enough of a gap to
hold on to the win. Bobby Prochnau




